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STAT By [ F. Stone -

crime is to determine who benefited
by it. The chief beneficiaries in the
leak of the Pike Committee report on
intelligence were the intelligence
agencies themselves. The report
turned up on the CBS evening news
Sunday, Jan. 25, and in the first edi- -
tions that same evening of the New
York Times for Monday, Jan. 26.
When the House of Representatives
met in Washington at noon next day,
the minority on the Pike Committee .
launched the attack which led three -
days later to the vote against release i
of the report. |

Logic, probabilities, and the cxr-!
cumstantial are not proof. Folly can'!
never be excluded. But an examna~«
tion of the strange circumstances in;
which the report was suppressed |
may put newspapermen on their
guard and show the public what we
are all up against in dealing with se-
cret agencies.

The Pike Committee voted 9-4 on
the afternoon of Friday, Jan. 23, to
release its report. Everything was |
ready for publication after months of ;
hard work and agonizing hassles with
the intelligence agencies and the:
executive branch. The majority of
the committee and the staff were

mumphant The last hurdles to publi- -

cation seemed to have been safely
cleared- ,

" Yet that very weekend someone |
leaked a copy of the report to the:
New York Times and to Daniel
Schorr of CBS, giving the intelligence :
agencies their chance to discredit the .
committee and bleck release of the:
report.

This leak was not, repeat not, a
jeak to thwart censorshlp Under the
rules of the House and the resolution
establishing its Select Committee on
intelligence (the Pike Committee),
that 9-1 vote on Friday aftzrnoon, '
Jan. 23, was all that was needed to '
reiease the report. The committee .
did not have to go to the Rules Com-
mittee for permission, nor did it need :
a vote of the House to make the re-
port puolic. The report would have
been releasad automatically as socn
as copies came back from the print-
er. It was the leak that did the com-
mittee in.
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At the time of the leak, the Times’
and CBS were not giving the public'

e
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information that would otherwise

. .have been suppressed. They were

One of the first steps in solving a .- merely getting the report in advance |

of their competitors. At that point,
their news stories were a beat, not a
public service. Indeed, as soon be-
came clear, it was 4 public disservice
to jump the gun by a few days on offi-
cial release of the report at the cost
of giving its enemies — and the
enemies of the press — just the
opportunity they were looking for.
The leak fit beautifully with a well-
synchronized attack by the enemies
of the report. On Monday moruing,
Jan. 26, Daniel Schorr showed his
copy of ‘the Pike report on the CBS
mormno news and the Times arrived !

in Washmvton with extensive stories ;.

1
i

on what the report contained. This :

coincided — whether by accident or
design — with plans which seem to

have been already made for an on- .

slaught that very day on the floor of
the Home

The leaks to the Txmes and CBS
were brought up over and over again
by Congressman McClory of Illinois,
the ranking Republican on the Pike
Committee, and by his supporters.
The final speaker, the Republican
minority leader, Rhodes of Arizona,
summed it all up by saying that the
executive branch “charged with our
national security” could not be ex-
pected ‘“‘to confide in a Congress that

.is a direct conduit to the public press -

and rushes to the media to dxvulge
every particle of information it re-
ceives.” In a phrase worthy of the
best on Madison Avenue, Rhodes said
the public’s right to know did not give
Congress *‘the right to blab.” Even
soap has never been sold more skill-
fully.

This is the theme song of the
counterattack orchestrated by the
intelligence agencies — the new-
speak of the CIA and FBL Congres-
sional control is to be stigmaiized as
a “blabbermouth” operation. Atten-
tion is to be focused not on the abuses
of secret government but on those

. who criticize and expose them. And if

there isn't enough *blabbing” from
Congress we may expect the intelli-
gence agencies to do the blabbing
themselves and blame it on Congress
and the prass.

The government itself has always
been the foremost leaker. The chief
value of the classification system is
the wide leeway it gives the goverm-

ment for manipulating the pubiic -

mind by selective declassification.
But this is only one of its many uses.

One way to undercut a congres- |

sional investigation is to beat it to the °
punch by leaking part of the story in :

advance. It makes the later official

revelation sound like old-hat news. It :

leaves the congressional report,

when and if it comes, to be greeted

by “ho hum, so what’s new?""

Alot of the “leaks,” as many news- :
papermen know, have come from the ,

executive branch and the intelligence

agencies themselves. One of the big-

gest “leaks,” which hurt the Pike
Committee last Novemnber, was the
leak to Schorr at CBS and to the
Times and the Christian Science
Monitor of the tragic story of how the
CIA sold the poor Kurds down the
river, first giving them secret sup-
© port against Iraq and then cutting it
off .when that suited the Shah of

.Iran’s power politics. Pike Commit-

tee sources claim that there were

“hitherto unknown details in the New |
York Times and the Christian |
Science Monitor reports of the Xurd

story which were new even to its own
investigators, details which led them
to suspect that the leaks must have
come from an intelligence agency.

" Schorr broke the Kurdish story on
CBS news on the Saturday night be-
fore it-appeared in the Times and the
Monitor. Mitchell Rogovin, special
counsel to the CIA, phoned a Pike
Comumittee staff official that Satur-
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day morning and asked him to stop :
Schorr from telling the story on TV :

that night. The Pike Committee offi-
cial, who had not been aware that the
Kurdish story had leaked, asked him-

self whether that tﬂlcphone call was ;

a cute way to divert suspicion from

the CIA as the source. That j5 the |

kind of question naturally bred by the
CIA’s capacity for murky and laby-
rinthine manipulations. The CIA was
aware that nothing had so angered
the Pike Committee as the Kurdish

tragedy — this was a subject on .

which there was no minority — and
some Pike Committee members be-
lieve that the intelligence agencies

leaked it in advance to de_fuse the |

coming committee report.

The I\urdxsh story leaked the very

weekend in November that CIA
Director William Colby was fired by
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